
Lawn Care Calendar  
 
 
In the course of the year a lot happens in the life of your lawn. When you begin to 
understand its life cycle, you’ll find yourself working with Mother Nature rather than 
against her. You will be better able to link the appropriate products with appropriate 
timing, thus attaining efficient and economical results for any situation that arises. Here is 
a month-to-month guide. 
 
APRIL  Winter may have caused problems that require early attention. As soon as 

the ground is workable (not too wet), give the site a thorough raking. 
Assess for damage caused by snow mold, moles or voles. Though we 
recommend mid-August as the best time to do any seeding, you may need 
to over-seed or do some new seeding due to damage. As early in the month 
as possible (even in March if conditions are favorable), proceed with 
seeding. Timing is critical. Crabgrass, for instance, germinates when soil 
temperature reaches 55 degrees F. That happens approximately May 5. 
Making sure all grass seed has time to germinate allows you to be on 
schedule for weed prevention. *See below. 

 
Natural option:  If you are starting a new lawn, apply a starter fertilizer 
such as North Country Organic Pro Start and work it into the top several 
inches of soil at the recommended rate. If your pH level is on the low side 
(<6.5), it is helpful to apply lime at 50-100 lbs./1000 sq. ft. also worked 
into the soil. Then roll the site so that it neither too fluffy nor too 
compacted, and proceed to seed at recommended rate. Please note that if 
crabgrass control is on your agenda along with new seeding, use only a 
starter fertilizer with Tupersan. Any other crabgrass control will kill 
germinating seed. 

 
If your grass is established, and all germination has occurred, Blue Seal’s 
Safe ‘N Simple Weed Control is a very effective crabgrass preventer. It is a 
corn gluten product in a granular form and works by preventing the 
elongation of seedling roots. Again, let us stress that this includes any seed- 
including your grass seed. We strongly recommend applying this weed 
control between  April 15 and May 5- targeting April 25 as perfect 
timing. As another benefit, Safe ‘N Simple Weed Control is 9% nitrogen 
by nature, so you are actually fertilizing while controlling germinating 
undesirables. How good is that? 

 
 Conventional option:  For starting a new lawn or over-seeding an existing 

one, use a starter fertilizer, preferably with slow release nitrogen.  
 
 Did you control grubs last year? If these juicy creatures found a hospitable 

home in your lush lawn last summer, they will surface from their winter 
depths bigger and more voracious than at any other time in their life cycle. 



Much damage occurs in a very short time. April 10th is a good time to 
check. If you have a cooler site, you might check a second time 7- 10 days 
later. Do this by digging up one square foot of your lawn in a sunny spot to 
a depth of 5”.  If 5 or more grubs per sq. ft. in the top 5” of soil are 
present in this sample, treat with Dylox now. This product is a chemical 
means of control and is highly effective. It breaks down quickly, making it 
environmentally responsible in our opinion. To achieve proper results, it is 
imperative that it be applied as recommended. Ask us how. 

 
 Natural option: If you only have 2 or 3 grubs or less/ sq. ft. in your 

sample, your situation is not dire. If you have been maintaining your lawn 
organically or naturally, Milky Spore can be a great ally. Milky Spore is a 
bacterial control that requires a two year inoculation period for best results. 
It can last up to 20 years, but it does require continued existence of some 
grubs to survive. Thus, those 2-3 grubs/ sq. ft. will keep the spore happy, 
Speaking from experience, we have had 15 years of protection against 
Japanese beetle grubs in our yard- and close to zero adult beetles chowing 
down our crops! If after 3 or 4 years, grubs are present in damaging 
numbers, European Chafers are most likely the culprits. Because chafers 
are not efficiently controlled by Milky Spore, we recommend also applying 
nematodes. 

 
 We do not stock nematodes but recommend Green Spot, ltd. for purchase. 

This company raises these tiny creatures on live hosts and combines 
species for best results. Some nematodes sit and wait to ambush their prey, 
others seek it out- pretty cool, huh? It is best to apply nematodes in August 
to do their deed. However, they do not over-winter and will have to be 
replaced every year. 

 
Do not apply Merit, Grub-X, or other brands that have Imidacloprid as the 
active ingredient at this time. *See June  

 
MAY  By the middle to end of May, it’s time to apply a maintenance fertilizer to  
  established lawns. 
   

Natural option:  There are good choices out there such as North Country 
Organics Pro-Gro, but we love Safe ‘N Simple Lawn Food 6-2-4. 
Comprised of alfalfa, soy, and a little bit of fish, it is all natural, releases 
nutrient slowly, and is safe for people, pets, and wildlife. This analysis ratio 
(3:1:2) is perfect for nutrient uptake. When you use this product year after 
year, the complex, living ecosystem in the soil beneath your grass is 
encouraged, and the lawn truly responds. Stay with all natural products in 
your lawn care to make this happen. 
 
Conventional option:  Some folks swear by using an agricultural fertilizer 
such as 10-10-10 or 19-19-19 on their lawn. These are high nitrogen, quick 



release formulas that can seriously burn lawns if not applied properly. Also, 
it will not last as long as natural or slow release products. Applied 
cautiously, they can green up grass fast. 
 
 
Broadleaf weeds can put on quite the show this month- dandelions, violets, 
hairy bittercress etc. What do we do? 
 
Organic option:  Dandelion diggers (short or long handled) pop out weeds 
quite efficiently. Don’t look at the big picture; that can be discouraging. 
We work through 100 sq. ft. at a time.  A glass of wine, a beer, or a cup of 
tea helps make the job go smoother! If perennial weeds are not well 
established, or if they are annual, there are natural products such as Burn-
Out that will kill them. Some organic weed killers have potassium salts of 
fatty acids as their active ingredient and will require 2 applications to do 
the job. Note that once deep-rooted perennials like dandelions take hold, 
this product will only top kill, and this tough guy will likely re-establish. 
Remember, too, that these types of herbicides are non-selective, meaning 
they will kill or harm any plant with which they come in contact. Yes, that 
means your grass, so spot apply carefully. 
 
Conventional option:  Selective broadleaf weed killers such as Trimec can 
be applied when dandelions are in full bloom. This type of product will not 
harm grass if applied properly. Let grass grow before application, and do 
not water or mow for 2-3 days after application. Do not use on lawns under 
6 months of age. We advise carefully reading wait-times on the label before 
re-seeding, as they can vary widely. There are also products that combine 
fertilizer and weed control in granular form. We believe separate 
applications provide better results, and we definitely lean toward liquid 
form rather than granular form when controlling weeds. 
 
If your lawn is so full of weeds that grass is out-competed, try to live with 
it until late July or early August. That is the best time to apply a non-
selective herbicide such as Remuda, and kill off everything. This product 
leaves no soil residual, allowing you to seed a new lawn at the optimal time 
of the year, mid-August. If you can at all help it, don’t try to seed in May, 
June, or July. Nature is working against you in every way, and it becomes 
very difficult to succeed. We recommend relaxing at the beach, but be 
ready by July 25th to apply the non-selective weed killer. 
 

JUNE  Conventional option:  If crabgrass is still a problem, apply a post-  
  emergent crabgrass killer when crabgrass is actively growing. Two 

applications 7-10 days apart may be necessary, especially as crabgrass 
becomes more established. 

 



  We like to target June 30th as the time to apply Merit, a systemic grub 
control. This pesticide will remain in the grass plant throughout the egg-
laying period of the Japanese beetle. The larvae will be killed as they feed 
on the grass roots. Once you get on schedule, one application June 30th 
every year will take care of your Japanese beetle grubs. If you have clover 
in your lawn and/or any flowering “weed” that bees feed on, we highly 
discourage using a systemic grub control containing Imidacloprid (active 
ingredient in Merit) due to its connection to bee decline. Besides, clover is 
awesome in lawns! 

 
  Tip 1: Keep lawn mower blades sharp! A ragged edge on a grass blade 

caused by dull mower blades will allow disease spores to enter the plant 
more easily. 

 
  Tip 2: We can’t stress enough, as heat and dryness, and humidity build in 

summer sun, that the way to water a lawn becomes paramount. Watering in 
the morning allows grass to dry off during the day, thus discouraging the 
spread of diseases. Place a rain gauge or a straight-sided can out in the area 
to be watered and water until a measured 1” of water exists in the can or 
gauge. This assures that the grass root system gets the moisture it needs, 
and precious water is not wasted through evaporation. You may only need 
to water once a week. Set your irrigation zones by this simple rule. 

 
JULY  Natural option:  The first week of July is the time to apply the second 

application of Blue Seal Safe ‘N Simple Weed Control to prevent the 
explosion of crabgrass that patiently has waited until now to germinate. 
This crafty little plant has evolved to thrive in hot, dry conditions just as 
grass ends its growth cycle, and in nature wants to go dormant. Also note 
that your first application of weed control made at the end of April is now 
gone. 

 
  If perennial weeds are more of a concern, wait until around the beginning 

of the 3rd week of July to apply this product. Many perennial weeds 
germinate in August, and this application will prevent that. You will still 
have time at the end of August or early September to do any necessary 
seeding. As you can see, timing is still very important.  

 
  An optional application of Milorganite all-natural fertilizer will gently keep 

your lawn green during the hottest time of the year. An added benefit is that 
the slow release nitrogen in this fertilizer analysis helps to suppress Red 
Thread disease, a common problem this time of year when humidity and 
heat kick in full force. Remember that it is an important cultural practice to 
allow grass to dry off after any watering, so don’t water late in the day or at 
night. 

 



AUGUST Heat and humidity define this month in the life of your lawn. It’s time to 
keep a close eye on diseases cropping up. There are granular and liquid 
broad -spectrum fungicides to help, but once diseases take hold, it is both 
difficult and expensive to control them.  

 
 Natural option: I know we sound like a broken record, but good cultural 

practices pay big dividends. To repeat, do not water lawns at night. When 
humidity and heat are high and grass is moist, disease spores spread 
rampantly. Water in the morning when your lawn has a chance to dry off. 
This alone discourages diseases. Again, keep those lawn mower blades 
sharp. Oftentimes when weather conditions are dry, disease is arrested. 
Also diversity of grass types helps. What adversely affects bluegrass, may 
not bother fescue or ryegrass. Just saying- we’ve never had a problem with 
clover in our lawn. This legume fixes its own nitrogen, stays green- it’s 
tough and bees love it! Ok, it grows a little faster between mowing. 

 
 There are some natural fungicides and bio-fungicides that can be of help 

when needed. They include copper, sulfur, Agri-fos. 
 
 Conventional option:  Two applications 7-10 days apart will most likely 

be necessary. 
  
 The third week in August is the optimal time of the entire year to seed a 

new lawn or renovate an existing one. It is the beginning of the growth 
cycle for grass. Even though it may feel very hot to us, the sun is much 
lower in the sky. Soil temperature is warm, and rainfall begins to increase. 
Grass is ready to do its thing! 

 
 If you haven’t treated for grubs, be on the lookout for the first signs of 

damage later this month. Grubs are small now and close to the surface. Lots 
of starlings descending upon your lawn and probing about or perhaps 
skunks tearing up the site, are strong clues that something’s going on! Hey, 
they’re only trying to help! Seriously though, if the grub numbers are high, 
treat with Dylox, using the same directions as indicated in April. Japanese 
beetles do not lay their eggs all at once; eggs hatch out throughout 
September, so keep an eye out well into October. After that they descend 
deep into the soil for their winter rest and can’t be reached by any pesticide. 

 
SEPTEMBER If you were to choose the single most important time of the entire year to 

fertilize your lawn, early this month would be it. Apply slow release, all 
natural Blue Seal Safe ‘N Simple Lawn Food, and your lawn will literally 
jump for joy. 

 
OCTOBER Happy leaf raking! It’s a great time to take a soil test now, if you haven’t 

recently done so. Optimally your soil pH should be 6.5. To maintain this 
level, apply 50 lbs. of dolomitic lime per 1,000 sq. ft. once per year, or 



perhaps every other year. However, depending on how low your pH is, you 
may need to apply two to three times that amount to make the adjustment. 
Lime takes a long time to react and moves only one inch per year down 
through the soil column, so it’s important to maintain optimal pH levels. 

 
 If you see patches of die-off, and can peel back that section like a rug, this 

signifies grub damage. If you observe 5 or more grubs near the surface, go 
ahead with a treatment of Dylox. Grubs can stay closer to the surface if we 
experience extended periods of warm weather and soil temperature remains 
warm. Otherwise these critters begin their journey down as soil temperature 
cools. If all looks good, don’t worry about grubs until next July. 

 
NOVEMBER   Natural option: An optional, but highly recommended application of 

winterizing fertilizer should be done early this month. Winter fertilizers 
have notoriously been high in phosphorous. Things are changing, as tests 
are broadly showing that our soils are high in this element from overuse 
and are remaining at high levels in the soil column. You will note that 
conventional fertilizers, with the exception of starter fertilizers, are now 
labeled “zero phos”. So we are now recommending another application of 
Safe ‘N Simple Lawn Food or North Country Organics Pro-Start (both 
low in phos) for that application. The crown of the grass plant will store 
nutrient over the winter and will green up early in the spring. It will tide 
you over until your application of Safe ‘N Simple Weed Control near the 
end of April. See how this takes you right through Mother Nature’s cycle? 

 
DECEMBER    Our goal is hopefully to up your understanding of the growth cycle of your 

lawn, the growth cycle of lawn pests, and then to match that understanding 
with the correct timing of products. In doing so, you can truly save time, 
save money, and save the environment. 

 
 Take a break, and rest on your laurels! It will all start over again only too 

soon. 
 
 Happy Holidays 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 


